
 

  

April 6, 2020 

      

Dear Veritas School Parents and Guardians; 

 

Thank you for your patience with us as we navigate a new way of connecting, teaching, and supporting our students.  

It was very uplifting to see our families on Friday while school supplies were picked up.  Please remind your children 

that we miss them and look forward to connecting with them this week! 

 

On Friday, we heard a consistent message from parents; many of you are concerned about how the coming weeks 

will look, how much work will be expected, how you will manage your own jobs while working from home or out 

of the home, and how you will be able to support your children in their learning.  Please know that we hear you and 

do not wish to add to the anxiety and stress that many of us are already experiencing.  We intend to start slow while 

both staff and families adjust to a new delivery of education. 

 

Our second principle, after stopping the spread of COVID-19 and keeping our community healthy, is to connect and 

maintain relationships with and between our students to preserve their socio-emotional learning. To this end, we will 

begin using Zoom as an online platform this week.  We know there are some privacy concerns regarding the use of 

Zoom.  Part of our time last week was spent ensuring Veritas staff are following all security settings to ensure our 

students are protected.  Zoom has been approved by the BC Ministry of Education as a safe and acceptable way to 

connect with our students.  Please read and follow the Zoom Directions for Students, shared via email today, and 

please monitor your email carefully for Zoom meetings, IDs, and passwords from your child’s teacher over the 

coming days.  Please note that you do not need to create an account to join a Zoom meeting; in fact, we highly 

recommend that your children do not create their own accounts. 

 

The majority of students learning will be asynchronous, meaning that tasks will be completed by students at times 

that work for each family.  Zoom class meetings will be used for student check-in, some class discussions and peer 

learning in some grades, and for teacher office hours.  Fresh Grade will be used by teachers to share lessons, student 

tasks, and student evidence of learning.  More information on Fresh Grade will be shared in the coming week.  CISPG 

is building guidelines as to how much time students should be expected to be learning from home.  More information 

will be shared regarding this in the coming week.   

 

Finally, please know that we are required to report to the government our frequency of student contact.  As such, 

teachers are required to track student participation.  If we have not heard from your family through email, Zoom 

meetings, or Fresh Grade, a staff member will be contacting you to see how we can better support your child(ren) 

and family.  As staff are working from home, their phone numbers may show as “unlisted” or “blocked”.  If you 

have such a call, it may be a Veritas Staff member! 

 

Please continue to practice physical distancing and keep our community safe.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mrs. Tamara Berg 

Principal, Veritas School 

tberg@cispg.ca 


